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AGM REPORT-UNDER 10s SQUAD-23rd June 2011
Following the formation of an initial Under 9s squad back in May 2009, it is extremely pleasing to report that great progress has been made in the 24 months since that time. Overall responsibility for this squad has remained with one of the player’s parents, Graeme Taggart.

Graeme had some relevant qualifications from his involvement with the football clubs used by his two sons and had subsequently completed his FA Level 1 Coaching training in August 2009. He also undertook further FA coaching covering specific ‘age-related’ training activities during the 2009-10 season.

Graeme is assisted by his wife Eilish as First-Aider (FA qualification held) and a close friend, Mark Edwards, as Assistant Coach / additional First-Aider (FA qualification held for First Aid). All have FA CRB clearance in place. Also helping out during the most recent season has been another “willing (!)” parent, Paul Douglas, who has done a fantastic job in collating all the match reports for the league and cup fixtures.
Following our first experience of playing together as a league team in the North Valley League in the 2009-10 season, we had 8 girls keen to take part once again in 2010-11. A further 6 more were to join around the start of the new season, giving us an excellent squad of mixed experience and ability.
This time, we entered the West Lancashire Girls’ League, which is well known as the largest girls’ league in North West England. Initially, the league was going to be split into two divisions at our Under 10s age group, but following the withdrawal of 3 teams due to low squad numbers, the league was combined, leaving 14 teams in the competition. Due to the strong likelihood of inclement weather over the winter, the league committee made a ruling that all teams would play each other only once, with a draw undertaken to ensure that all teams received a fair share of home and away fixtures.
As ever, it was going to be a big challenge, going up against some strong long-established teams, but it would be a ‘learning experience’ for all concerned and a good platform for further development.

And so it turned out to be! It was a massive league in terms of team numbers, and our girls were competing against some strong teams with greater football experience, but for the most part, we were not overawed and all our girls showed much grit and determination in all the games played. Across the season, we had some great closely-fought games and prided ourselves on being able to rotate our squad to be fair to all squad members and to give those players who were new to football full opportunity to take part.

At one stage, we had reached the “heady heights” of being second in the league of 14, but ultimately, we had to face some of the stronger teams late in the season, which eventually saw us finish in 7th place—still though a very respectable “mid-table” position. In all of that, our worst result was a 3-goal deficit—in other words, we were never “overrun” by the opposition and certainly gave most of the teams above us in the final league table a tough and competitive game.
We were though extremely pleased to reach the main League Cup Final (for the second year running!), where we once again played the eventual joint league winners, Mill Hill Girls FC. We did ultimately lose the match at a floodlit Burscough FC stadium 2-0, but this was a close contest, a point acknowledged by all concerned and remarked upon by the league officials overseeing the game. All our girls once again “played their hearts out” and thoroughly deserved the plaudits and medals they received.

We were also pleased to have attracted more players during the season, with these girls either joining our Under 11s squad to increase numbers there or going into a new Under 10s training squad. This training squad was fully involved in our training and friendly matches alongside the main league squad, but league restrictions meant that we could not add further girls to the Under 10s League squad.
It is very rewarding to note that the “core” of the squad has remained intact throughout the season and that all the league players want to “do it all again” in 2011-12. It is also pleasing to see that the new girls in the Training squad will now move to a second league squad at Under 11s level, combining there with some players from our existing Under 11s squad, who will still qualify for that age group next season. That squad will be looked after by our existing Under 11s manager, Lee Murphy.
We are now building for the new season, to play once again in the same league at Under 11s level. The enthusiasm and ambition of all the girls will provide us with further strength in depth in the months ahead. We will continue to foster links with other clubs and leagues as we have done at various times over the last 12 months.
As a manager, I would like to record my sincere thanks to: -

a) my assistant Mark Edwards for his excellent all-round support during the last 12 months, and to his family members Graham and Becky for coaching support in recent months;

b) my wife Eilish for all her work as our First-Aider and her general welfare support for the girls throughout the season;

c) Paul Douglas for being so reliable in penning some very entertaining match reports, which certainly captured a great deal of the entertainment and excitement experienced at our matches;

d) my own children for using their own football experience to support training drills, warm-up sessions before matches and for acting as referee when needed for some of our friendlies. Also for putting up with Dad and all the time needed to fulfil his administration duties in running a football team!
e) all the parents for supporting their daughters throughout our adventures in the last season and for helping with moving equipment and transport!

f) all club officials for their support and encouragement in this crucial period for our developing section.

FINAL THANKS MUST GO TO ALL THE GIRLS IN THE SQUAD FOR THEIR HARD WORK, ENTHUSIASM, TEAMWORK AND SUPPORT FOR THE CLUB AS A WHOLE.

Without that dedication, we would not have a team to manage.

Good luck to all for a successful and rewarding season in 2011-12!!
Graeme Taggart

Manager / Coach, Bury Girls & Ladies FC-Under 10s Squad, 23rd June 2011
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