BURY GIRLS & LADIES FC

AGM – Thursday 18th June 2009 
Present:
Neal Hall, Shaun Ellison, Graham Lightbown, Mark Edwards, Graeme Taggart, Dave Topping, Mark Withington, Julie Brooks, Diana Golding, Lyn Perry, Steve Perry, Nigel Greaves, 7 U10 parents, 1 U9 parent.

1. Apologies – None

2. Minutes of AGM held on 24th June 2008 – Accepted as true record

3. Matter Arising – None

4. Treasurers Report / Statement of Account – Distributed and summarised by Steve.  Final accounts still with the accountant.  Copies of these will be distributed in due course.  We will be in a position to apply for further grant when the final accounts are available.  So far received a grant from Bury Sports Development to pay for Coach Education and a Football Foundation Kit Voucher, for new kit.  A vote of thanks was offered for Steve’s excellent work with the accounts this season.

5. Club Constitution and Code of Conducts from Season 09/10 – Amendments accept by the Committee.

6. Team Managers – Season Reports

Under 8/9 – Graeme Taggart
Following the initiative taken by the Club in the middle of 2008 to introduce coaching sessions to younger female players, it is extremely pleasing to report that the ‘Under 8s’ and newly-formed ‘Under 9s’ sections are going from strength to strength.

Much of the initial work in forming this overall section was carried out by Diana Golding, with assistance from Chantelle O’Hara and Deborah Alty. Chantelle, a FA-qualified Level 1 coach, then led the weekly training sessions, whilst Deborah took responsibility for all the administration and parental liaison duties, which are an equally important part of the equation. This enabled Diana to return to her primary duties as manager of the Under 13s squad.

The girls who attended the weekly soccer schools have been steadily working through a medal recognition system to reflect their own development in the sport and a number have already reached the prestigious ‘Gold’ standard and taken away medals and certificates to reflect these important milestones.

The girls all attended weekly sessions during the 2008-9 winter months at Parrenthorn High School, braving all manner of weather in the process, although we did lose a couple of weeks through snow and ice on the artificial pitches. The girls weren’t impressed by missing their football, but we believe the parents were secretly glad of a break from watching their future England players in action!! 

Some indoor fun tournaments staged at Wigan JJB stadium against local Under 9s teams were also attended during this time and we had good turnouts for these, with all attending enjoying the experience tremendously.

As we came into Spring 2009, it became evident that the number of girls now attending the sessions were too great for Chantelle to manage on her own and that there would be benefits in splitting the group between the older / more experienced players and those of younger age. That way, all would get greater attention for their own individual training requirements. 

As such, the decision was taken to split the group accordingly, whilst still looking for opportunities for the players to mix where possible in friendly matches and other club activities, with Chantelle taking responsibility for the ‘Under 8s’ girls and Deborah continuing to assist her with administration.

A ‘willing volunteer’ was then found within the parents of the girls during April to take over as ‘Under 9s Manager’ and this person was Graeme Taggart, dad of Sophie Taggart, who has been attending the training sessions since the autumn of 2008.

Graeme has some relevant qualifications from his involvement with the football clubs used by his two sons and will also be undertaking his FA Level 1 training in August. Graeme is assisted by his wife Eilish as First Aider (FA qualification held) and a close friend Mark Edwards as Assistant Coach / additional First Aider (FA qualification held for First Aid). All have FA CRB clearance in place.

Since the split, we have already played a number of friendly games against teams from the Wigan Development League and came runners-up in the Sporting Trophy at Golborne Girls FC Tournament last month. Further games are planned over the next couple of months, prior to joining a formal league, all being well, in September. Thanks to all club officials for their support and encouragement in this crucial period for our new sections.


Under 10s – Neal Hall

Started the season with seven players now has 13 for the new season.  In the main Under 10s had a good season.  The start of the season wasn’t as good as the end due to bad weather and cancelled matches.  The players are working better now as they listen to Neal, take on board training sessions and have won 15 games in a row, now playing really well.  Beating City at the weekend was a great achievement.  At this stage they feel they would be strong opposition for United.  Previously in some games they were played off the park, this wouldn’t happen now.  Finished 6th in the league and has a good group of players.  Done well in recent tournaments.  Semi-final in one tournament and winners of the Academy Juniors Tournament.  The team is now well organised and has fully committed players.

Under 11s – Shaun Ellison

Shaun has only been in charge for 3 weeks having taken over from Rick, but he has been involved with the team all season as his daughter is the keeper.  They didn’t have the greatest start to the season loosing heavily to United, and loosing others through the season.  The last three matches of the season were the best as these were drawn, there was a 200% improvement with new players coming on board.  These made it easier as players could be substituted when necessary.  Although was short of players at points in the season the girls still turned up week in, week out.  The girls gave everything every week and tried their hardest.  The green shoots are there they just need developing.  Shaun feels he has a very promising side when full strength.  At the recent tournament they won the 1st and 4th games 3-0.  Need to win last group game to get through to semi-final but unfortunately lost 2-1.  Played at Blackburn tournament in February and managed to push the Under 12s all the way.  There are now some talented players within the team as well as some more inexperienced.  Ideally would like a further 5 players for the coming season.  Shaun has also had an offer of help from a semi-professional player who is a member of one of the players families.  He is also happy with his committed parents.

Under 12s – Graham Lightbown and Dave Topping


This year they ran two teams with 18/19 players.  Entering both the Bury & Bolton District League and LFA Girls League.  Their LFA target was to finish 2nd bottom, this they achieved.  There was limited numbers in the league.  BBDFL – offered a lower standard compared to the LFA but it boost the confidence of players and gave them more opportunities.  Playing against local teams showed how much better the Bury players were above others.  The confidence and skills from this league was then transferred to the LFA league.  Each players played in at least 10 matches.  They were unbeaten in the BBDFL, drawing 3 matches.  Beating Westhoughton in the last game to win the league.  Went on to league cup final at the Reebok and came out winners on penalties.  This will be a real memory for the girls and a great day out.  Hope to have another successful season next year, the girls have bonded together and whether they play 9 a-side or 11 they will give it their all.


Under 13s – Diana Golding


The start of this season for us started back in March/April 2008 as the Under 12s season was ending.  The reason for this was the transition from 7 a-side to 11 a-side.  We knew we had to increase fitness levels and number of players to make this transition.  Adverts were placed to obtain the right players for the team and this we did.  The new players joined us early enough for us to start our training programme.

A lot of emphasis was placed on team building as we had to ensure that all new members of the team were able to mix with players who had been with us for the last few years.  We did a lot of fitness training and with Lucy’s help we developed a programme.  Both Lucy and Diana are Level 1 qualified coaches, with Lucy also studying A Level PE at College.  We also had to come to terms with the off-side rule.  This wasn’t as hard as we anticipated, mainly due to the standard of players within the team.  With all this in place we embarked on a summer of friendly matches and tournaments, with as many at 11 a-side as possible to gain experience.

Following a positive summer we were then set for the start of the season.  We hadn’t anticipated a problem with the LFA league only having 4 teams in it.  We then had to come up with a solution.  Having researched various options we took the route of joining the North Valley Girls League, main reason being it had teams in it that had previously been in the LFA league and we felt it would give us the most matches and the greatest competition.

The season itself developed in to a very exciting season.  The team became stronger and stronger the more matches they played.  By Christmas there was an optimism that we could possibly win the league if we kept up our good form.  With the enthusiasm from the girls and supporters and the excellent training sessions we were becoming a force to be reckoned with.

As you can imagine we were delighted with our league and cup record and happy to win both competitions and look forward to showing off the silverware at the presentation evening.

Looking forward – we currently are taking it easy with training and have been ticking over with a couple of friendly matches and tournaments.  Our favourite tournament being Skelmersdale as this gives us a high standard of competition and a chance to meet up with old friends from around the country.  This year we played teams from the North East, Ireland, Cheshire, Yorkshire, Merseyside and Preston.  Full training will resume again in July which will be similar to last summer as this proved to be very successful.  Fitness it paramount to our team and it was commented on by other teams last season, when they were flagging in the second half Bury just kept going and this resulted in most of our wins.

Personally I must congratulate all the players on their professionalism, dedication and commitment over the season.  It is no wonder you won the league with this attitude to football.  I would like to thank all the parents and supporters for your encouragement and support.  And thank you to all the support from club officials.

I look forward to the next season as Under 14s.  I am also looking forward to the Club’s development as I know we are now in a good position to move forward and grow.


Open Age – Steve Perry


Better season that first expected.  Started well with 14 excellent players.  We had a good run in the FA Cup, nearly got to the 1st round proper.  Unfortunately it cost the team dearly with injuries.  Stacey out for 6 weeks, Jade with surgery to her ACL and out for the rest of the season and Courtney out for 6 weeks and Sue out for 3 months.  Had to then bring in reserves players.  Still managed to finish 6th/12 in the league.  Steve thought at the start of the season that there was a possibility of winning the league.  Falling numbers caused a problem as the season went on.  Players will be lost next season due to some them going to University.  New players have started to arrive and we should be OK for the start of the season.  All in all it has been a tough year for Steve.  The Committee felt he had done a good job and kept the team up in the league.  If the team wasn’t maintained it would take 5 years to get back to this level from the County Leagues, but this would be if each league on the way was won each season.

The Team Managers were thanked for all their hard work over the season and to all those who have assisted.
A discussion regarding entering next season’s FA Cup took place.  It would be Steve’s choice if he does or not.  The Committee will support him either way.

7. Election of Club Officers – Following Dave Lunn’s resignation it was necessary to fill the Chairperson’s post.  Mark has now stepped down from the club due to work commitments both with the FA and Bury College.  He is unable to commit his time on a regular basis at the moment.  Thanks were offered to both Dave and Mark for their contribution to the Club over the years.

Chairperson – Diana Golding
Vice Chair – Dave Topping
Secretary – Lyn Perry
Treasurer – Steve Perry
Welfare Officer – Julie Brooks
Team Managers – As they are
Head Coach/Youth Officer – Vacancy (to oversee training and coaching staff ensuring parents and managers are happy)
Social Secretary/Fundraising – Stacey Heffernan (arrange Xmas do, Presentation Night and Parties etc)
Publicity Officer – Paul Davis

Graham Lightbown is working on a Sportsman’s Dinner at the Bolholt first week in November £30pp, we need to sell 60 tickets.  Proceeds to Bury Girls & Ladies FC once expenses have been taken.  Comedian, auction and meal included.  Mixed function.

8. 3 Year Plan – Brief discussion on role of personnel in the Club.


9. Age grouping for Under 10/11 for season 09/10 – It was decided Neal would keep his team together except for Vinola and Casey who will join the Under 10s.  Graeme Taggart happy to take on Under 10 to prevent a gap at this age group.  Prefer to have a gap at Under 9 and deal with this for next season, especially in light of the limited number of leagues at this age group.


10. Leagues for season 09/10

Under 10 – BBDFL – Sunday 10.30am
Under 11 – West Lancs LFA division – Sunday 11.30am
Under 12 – West Lancs LFA division – Sunday 10.00am
Under 13 – BBDFL – Sunday 1.00pm
Under 14 – North Valley – Sunday 11.00am
Ladies – NWWPFL – Sunday 2.00pm


11. ‘100 Club’ draw

1st – Louise Dugdill
2nd – Bury Grammar Old Boys
3rd – Jackie Kerr


